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going to happen if you’re so sick you can’t
eat anymore?

Now, how would you feel in the middle
of the chemotherapy treatment, if somebody
said, ‘‘I’m sorry, your employer changed pro-
viders; you’ve got to get another doctor’’?
That happens. And our bill would protect the
privacy of your medical records, which is
something people ought to care a lot more
about today than ever before.

Now, in Congress, the Republicans passed
a bill that didn’t do any of that and left 100
million Americans out of what little they did
do. It is the symbol of the difference in the
two parties in Washington and throughout
the country today.

So I say to you, here’s what we’re for:
We’re for saving Social Security first; we’re
for keeping the economy going; we’re for
putting education first among all our invest-
ment priorities; and we’re for a Patients’ Bill
of Rights. That’s what we’re for, and they’re
opposite us on all those issues. That is the
choice nationally.

You want to know—Ann Richards asked
if you could think of anything that Congress
has done. Let me tell you what they’ve done
this year, what our friends in the Republican
Party have done with their majority. They
killed campaign finance reform. They killed
tobacco reform legislation to help us save our
kids’ health. They killed an increase in the
minimum wage, with unemployment and in-
flation low, that would have helped 12 mil-
lion hard-working Americans. They have
gone backwards on saving Social Security
first. They have gone backwards in protecting
the environment. And they have done noth-
ing on helping us to lead the international
economy and nothing on the education agen-
da. That’s what they have done less than a
week before the end of this budget year. And
that’s the difference.

Well, what’s that got to do with the Gov-
ernor of Texas? I’ll tell you what. For years
and years and years, I heard the Republicans
talk about how there ought to be more power
given to the States, how the Federal Govern-
ment did too much. They talked about it; we
did something about it.

We have the smallest Federal Government
in 35 years. But what that means is it matters
a lot more who the Governor is. We have

given Governors more responsibility in edu-
cation, more responsibility in health care,
more responsibility in managing the environ-
ment, and more responsibility in growing the
economy. It matters. If Garry Mauro were
not my friend, I would be here saying he
has a plan for Texas, and just because you’re
doing well doesn’t mean you can stand pat.
You need to bear down and think about your
children and the future and stand up for
what’s right.

Now, our friends in the other party think
they’re going to do real well this year because
of complacency and cynicism and what I call
the M&M syndrome—money and midterms.
They always have more money than we do.
And at midterm elections our folks—who
work hard, have a lot of hassles, and it’s more
trouble for them to vote—don’t vote in the
same numbers their folks do. But we can sur-
prise them if the American people know
what’s really at stake. If they understand this
is a question about progress over partisan-
ship, people over politics, unity over division.

And I’m telling you, you go out there and
they ask you what it’s about, tell them it’s
about the economy. Tell them it’s about sav-
ing Social Security. Tell them it’s about the
integrity of your health care. Tell them it’s
about the education of your children. That’s
what we’re for, and they know—every voter
knows what they’re for. Make a decision for
your future and our country’s future.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:09 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re-
ception host Frank Herrera; Jim Mattox, can-
didate for State attorney general; Charlie Gon-
zalez, candidate for Texas’ 20th Congressional
District; State Representative Richard Raymond,
candidate for State land commissioner; Joe B.
Henderson, candidate for State railroad commis-
sioner; State Democratic Chair Molly Beth Mal-
colm; and former Gov. Ann Richards of Texas.

Statement on the Detention of War
Criminal Stevan Todorovic in Bosnia
September 27, 1998

Early this morning in Bosnia, United
States SFOR forces led a multinational effort
to detain Stevan Todorovic, an indicted war
criminal. The detention took place without
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incident and Todorovic is now in the custody
of the International War Crimes Tribunal in
The Hague.

Todorovic, who served as chief of police
for Bosanski Samac in 1992, is accused by
the Tribunal of being personally responsible
for some of the most heinous crimes that
took place during the conflict in Bosnia.

This brings to 35 the number of indicted
war criminals brought to justice. SFOR has
assisted in well over half of these cases. This
action by U.S. and other SFOR troops shows
our continued determination to bring to jus-
tice those responsible for war crimes in Bos-
nia. This message should not be lost on those
indicted war criminals still at large.

I wish to express my admiration for the
SFOR troops who were involved in this oper-
ation and who continue to work daily to con-
solidate the peace in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Statement on the Election
of Gerhard Schroeder as
Chancellor of Germany
September 27, 1998

Today the German people have once again
exercised their democratic right to determine
their national leadership. I extend my sincer-
est congratulations to Gerhard Schroeder.
He and I had good discussions in Berlin this
spring and in Washington this summer. I look
forward to working closely with him. Ger-
many is one of America’s closest allies. As
always, our two governments will be fully en-
gaged in a comprehensive policy agenda.

I also want to convey my gratitude and that
of all Americans to Helmut Kohl. During his
16-year tenure, he has made historic con-
tributions to the unity of his nation, the
strength of our Euro-Atlantic community,
and to peace throughout the world.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring
Gubernatorial Candidate Garry
Mauro in Houston, Texas
September 27, 1998

Thank you so much. I want to tell you
that—I’ll say a little more about this in a
minute, but I’m very proud of Garry Mauro.

I’m proud of him for having the courage to
run. I’m proud of him for not listening to
everybody, including me, who told him how
terrible and difficult it would be. I’m proud
of him because his commitment in the face
of all the odds is the very kind of decision
I now am trying to get the voters all over
America to make in the coming election, and
that is to discard what we normally do in
good times—which is to just take a deep
breath and kick our feet back and relax—
and instead make a commitment to the fu-
ture of our country.

He’s coming out here against stiff odds be-
cause he thinks it’s a mistake for Texas to
sit back and relax and react to events but
to take no initiative to prepare for tomorrow.
It took a lot of courage. He made a very com-
pelling presentation and if you’ll help him,
if you’ll get him enough help to get that mes-
sage on television so that people can see what
the real differences are, he’ll make a very
compelling presentation on election day in
November as well.

I want to thank Lee and Sandra for having
us in their unbelievably beautiful home and
for doing so in a way that requires putting
up a tent. I’d like to thank the people who
prepared and served the meal. I’d like to
thank the musicians; the piano player and the
singer were wonderful, and the gospel group
was amazing. And I think I’m in the right
frame of mind now to go back to Washington,
DC, and deal with it for one more week. And
I thank you for that.

I would like to thank Ambassador
McLelland and Ambassador Schechter—
boy, that sounds high-flown, doesn’t it?—
[laughter]—for being here tonight; my long-
time friend Senator Rodney Ellis. Molly Beth
Malcolm. Richard Raymond, thank you for
running for office this year. And I’d like to
say a special word of appreciation to Con-
gresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee for her
steadfast support of our agenda and work.

The temptation when you’re with a bunch
of old friends and some new ones, when you
know you’re basically preaching to the saved,
especially on this day, is to kind of give a
rah-rah speech. But if you’ll forgive me, be-
cause of the present state of things and be-
cause I think this election is so profoundly
important to the future of our country, I


